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What do we do?

As the Local Development Agency in Trafford, VCAT’s role is to help voluntary and community groups and local charities in their development.

· We have over four hundred members representing Trafford’s voluntary and community sector. 
· We provide support to a wide range of groups in Trafford, both funded and unfunded. 
· We help new and existing groups to develop, provide information and training, assist in liaison with local government and enable the views of voluntary groups to be represented. 
· Much of our work is with management committee members and can include: fund raising, financial advice, personnel and employment advice, constitutions and governance, Charity and Company formation and co-ordination of the local voluntary sector.
VCAT also manages or supports a number of discreet projects throughout Trafford, including:
FASNET:  Trafford’s Family Support Network for voluntary and community groups working with children, young people and families in Trafford.

Health & Social Care Forum:  For voluntary and community groups delivering health and social care services in Trafford.
Volunteer Coordinators Forum: This forum is open to anyone involved in supporting and managing volunteers in Trafford, helping to coordinate activities and promote good practice in managing volunteers.
BME Network: A developing network for local Black & Minority Ethnic organisations aiming to help build their capacity in Trafford.
LINk: Trafford’s Local Involvement Network that provides a new way for people to get involved in shaping health and social care.

Trafford 50+ Voice Network:  A place for people aged 50 and over in Trafford to regularly find out and have a say about local services.
TMHAS: Trafford’s Mental Health Advocacy Service is available to anyone in Trafford who believes they have a mental health problem and who needs help to get their voice heard.
Trafford Interfaith Database: Trafford Interfaith Database holds details on faith organisations to develop their skills and capacity and to provide opportunities for faith organisations to be involved in shaping and delivering services in Trafford.

What does VCAT membership offer?

As a VCAT member you will be able to access a wide range of services we offer:
· Organisational Advice & Information: constitutional, management, finance, marketing, fund-raising, signposting, starting new groups, local issues.

· VCAT News & E-bulletins: we publish a newsletter six times a year, and an e-bulletin every month - full of information and news on funding and resources, legislation, practical help and local issues.

· Statutory Consultation: VCAT represents the collective interests of Trafford’s Voluntary and Community Sector in a variety of Public Sector partnerships.

· Greater Manchester Funding Portal: VCAT supports groups to search for funding using the Greater Manchester Funding Portal at www.gmfunding.net 

· Training: Members are entitled to FREE or heavily discounted places on a wide variety of training delivered across Trafford.
· Networking: VCAT offers a range of events and meetings for groups working in related fields across Trafford. These meetings feature presentations from partner organisations and contribute to the development of services and activities within Trafford
· Meeting Rooms Members can book meeting and training rooms at Park House at a reduced rate. Screens, projectors and flipcharts can also be hired
· Influence: Full members have the right to influence the policy and running of VCAT and to attend and vote at our AGM.
· Promotion: Members can advertise their activities and vacancies for FREE through VCAT.
Benefits of Becoming a 


VCAT Member











